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JOHN MANDY, DEPUTY CLERK OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY — RETIREMENT 

Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [3.58 pm] — without notice: I move — 

That this house expresses appreciation for the excellent service given by Mr John Mandy to the 
Parliament of Western Australia since 1983 and wishes him well in his forthcoming retirement. 

I will speak fairly briefly because I know some other members want to make a contribution to this motion. I will 
give a little history of John Mandy’s time here. In July 1983, John did not become the milk monitor; he became 
the tape monitor in the Legislative Council. He came in over the top of the milk monitor! He was in the other 
place, which we obviously hold very much in reverence!  

Mr E.S. Ripper: It is a wonder we retained his employment!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: He saw the light and joined the Legislative Assembly about a year later in 1984. Of 
course, at that stage, he became the Assistant Clerk of Records in the Legislative Assembly. In November 1986, 
two years later, he became the Sergeant-at-Arms in this place. Three years later, he became the Clerk Assistant 
of the Legislative Assembly. In September 2000, John became the Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. I 
am told that John’s last day of service before proceeding on pre-retirement leave will be Friday, 1 April. I am 
sure the April Fool’s day has nothing to do with the timing. On behalf of all members on this side of the house—
I am sure my colleagues on the other side of the house will express similar wishes—we wish you very well in 
your retirement. We think you are too young to retire really.  

I want to reflect on a couple of instances I have had the benefit of sharing with John over the past 18 years. I can 
remember two very good occasions that occurred in America when we went with a parliamentary committee.  

Mr M. McGowan: What happens overseas stays overseas! 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Not in this case—some of the secrets have been spilt!  

John was actually in charge of a parliamentary committee that went overseas. Norm Marlborough and 
Mike Board were there.  

Mr R.H. Cook: I think it should stay overseas!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Some of it probably will, but I will say that John was in charge of that delegation. We 
were stuck in New York one night. We had to get off the plane because the plane had a fault or something. We 
were supposed to be travelling to Washington. There were some conferences and various things on in New York 
that night and John had to find emergency accommodation for us. I am sure he knows what I am going to say! 
He tried everywhere. I could hear him on the phone trying to get this hotel and that hotel. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: It was a full service hotel, was it?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: He never had much luck at all, but, in the end, he managed to get one downtown 
somewhere.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: Queens.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: Were you there, Hon John Day?  

Mr J.H.D. Day: Yes.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: I believe my friend Hon John Day was there! He remembers it well, and I do too! We 
caught two taxis to this hotel. It was a really non-salubrious neighbourhood, I have to tell members. It was a real 
dive. I thought we could get mugged or anything. We pulled up outside what looked like an old warehouse. 
Apparently it had the name “hotel” somewhere. Unfortunately, it was a hotel that rented its rooms by the hour! 
The reception desk was a window with a big grille on it, with a little slit at the bottom where people passed their 
cash over and the receptionist handed over a key to the room. I saw the look on my colleagues’ faces when we 
saw this so-called hotel. Then to be shown the rooms! There was basically just a bed—a well-used bed by the 
look of it! I have to say the linen did not look as though it would win any medals for cleanliness.  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Did you stay the hour?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: We had to pay a lot of money. There was nowhere else to go. I suppose I count myself 
lucky that I had a room to myself. I think Norm Marlborough had to sleep in the same bed as Mike Board! It was 
something like that. I am sure they had to share a bed.  
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Mr B.S. Wyatt: Who paid who?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: There were hardly any hotel rooms anywhere in New York. And breakfast was not 
included! It was purely a pay-by-the-hour hotel. I do not even know whether it took a credit card. I think 
somehow somebody had to go and get cash from somewhere. John and somebody else used the credit card to try 
to extract cash out of the machines! This would have been about two o’clock in the morning. We knew we were 
going to be up early the next day to catch the plane we should have been on, to fly to Washington. I certainly did 
not get any sleep that night. I do not know whether anybody else did.  

Mr J.H.D. Day: I did, actually. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: You did! I always said Hon John Day could sleep on a clothesline! He has no trouble 
sleeping, but I could not. I kept looking around for those little crawly things not only on the floor but also on the 
bed. That was one experience. I look back with amusement. It is these sorts of things that provide great 
memories.  

Another incident nearly cost me my life, together with the lives of the other members. John decided he was 
going to drive a left-hand drive vehicle known as a “people traveller”, which was quite modern in those days. A 
young lady from the American Senate was travelling with us. John really was not up to it that morning. We got 
up and had breakfast. John said, “I’m going to drive.” The young lady said, “Perhaps you’d like me to drive 
because it’s a bit busy going downtown.” John said, “No, no; I can drive.” So we all got in the car and John starts 
to drive. By some miracle we were not killed, because I think John suddenly forgot he was on the wrong side of 
the road. We were coming out of somewhere and he was going to go on the wrong side and a car whizzed past. 
All of a sudden the young lady with us said, “John, I think I’d better drive!” She felt a responsibility to keep us 
alive. It was a very good trip. We have been on a few trips together over the past 18 years.  

They have been great experiences, John. I am sure I speak for everybody in this house. My colleagues, 
obviously, will make their own comments. We want to thank you for the tremendous service you have given us, 
the advice, the knowledge, and indeed your company on so many occasions. We will miss you from this 
chamber. We certainly wish you all the very best in your future years. May you have many of them and live to 
be a very old man. Good luck.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [4.05 pm]: I rise on behalf of the opposition to also indicate our 
appreciation of all of the work over many years of John Mandy, the now Deputy Clerk of the Legislative 
Assembly. I am sure all members in this house pass on their regards to John for all his years of service.  

I have heard the story of the hotel in New York. I heard it from Norm Marlborough on a number of occasions. 
He spoke quite wistfully of this bed he slept in with Mike Board! I travelled overseas with Mike Board on 
another occasion, and he also mentioned it. He was not so wistful about the bed he shared with Norm 
Marlborough on that night! His view was that Norm did not actually ever shut his mouth when he slept, which he 
found quite disconcerting!  

John has worked in the Western Australian Parliament for the past 28 years. That is quite a period of service, 
back to July 1983, when he was the tape monitor in the Legislative Council. I asked what a tape monitor was. 
The tape monitor, in the days before the amazing technology we have today, was someone who sat in the press 
gallery and apparently had a big bank of buttons with a tape recorder. When a member rose to speak, the monitor 
had to press the button to activate the microphone in front of him or her, and a tape recorder, so that the words 
were taped at that point in time. When a member sat down, another button was pressed. John had that 
scintillating job in the upper house listening to the speeches up there and recording them. It is surprising John 
came down here following that experience—very surprising! John arrived in the Legislative Assembly in 1984, 
after that eight-month or so period in the upper house, and has been here ever since. As they say in the 
Parliament, we are only people who pass through. Members of Parliament come and go. When I arrived as a 
member of Parliament probably only a quarter of the people sitting here were also here. I always thought that 
Peter and John were here forever, but I was wrong. Eventually, even the Clerks depart.  

John has, as I said, worked here for that length of time. He is someone who rose from being a tape monitor–
operator in the upper house to the Deputy Clerk of the Legislative Assembly. He has an enormous bank of 
experience and knowledge of the operation of Parliament. It is great to see someone who started in that role rise 
through the ranks, based upon all their work, experience and knowledge gained in the position, to such a senior 
position in the Parliament. It is a credit to you, John, that you did it in that way. I think that says something about 
you.  

In addition to fulfilling those roles, John worked with a number of committees—the Midland abattoir select 
committee; the reproductive technology select committee, in 1985 and 1988; the land conservation select 
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committee in 1990; and the Standing Orders and Procedure and Privileges Committee, one of which, the 
Procedure and Privileges Committee, I sit on with John. At a discussion we had the other night about his last few 
days in Parliament, John related a story about the 1990 Select Committee on Land Conservation. I have heard 
this story as well. That committee was chaired by Monty House, who has the nickname “Tarmac”. Members can 
work out why he had the nickname “Tarmac”—he saw more tarmacs than most Qantas pilots during his time in 
the Parliament!  

Mr R.F. Johnson: I thought it was Gulliver. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: He could have been Gulliver. Apparently he liked to travel. In 1990 this committee went 
around the world. There was some concern about whether Monty would ever come back, because Monty House, 
Larry Graham and a few other members were picking which destinations they would go to. John also went along 
for the ride on the land conservation committee trip back in 1990, which I am sure provided him with a great 
many good memories.  

He has done some great work and had some wonderful experiences in Parliament. We appreciate the work you 
have done over that length of time. I was talking to you recently about what you will do once you leave this 
place, and I think you said you would tie up a few things and spend some time in Italy. I envy you; I might come 
with you! That would be a wonderful way to spend your time after you leave this place.  

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont — Leader of the Opposition) [4.10 pm]: The member for Rockingham said that 
when he first arrived at Parliament, very few people currently in the chamber were then present; none of the 
members present were here when I arrived! In talking about someone else’s retirement, I would not want to start 
any rumours; therefore, I will have to be careful with what I say. I have to advise the house that my political 
career is about to enter a very testing phase, because for the first time in 23 years I will not have access to the 
advice of John Mandy. John, you have always been a person who has been very easy to seek advice from. You 
have displayed unfailing courtesy and cooperation. You have provided a lot of assistance to members of 
Parliament on both sides, and I for one have appreciated that assistance. Listening to the Leader of the House, 
upon reflection I am perhaps glad that you did not advise me on travel or accommodation arrangements! I do not 
think that we had the privilege of sharing one of those amazing committee trips; our paths did not coincide there. 
I certainly wish you well in retirement and I can see some of the pleasures that you will be enjoying, and they 
will be well-deserved pleasures. You have given tremendous service to the house, and, as its longest-serving 
member, I thank you for the advice and assistance that you have given to members of Parliament during that 
long period of service. 

MR T.K. WALDRON (Wagin — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [4.12 pm]: On behalf of the 
members of the National Party both past and present, I thank you, John, and wish you all the best for the future. I 
have been here for half the time that the Leader of the Opposition has, but, John, we have always very much 
valued your guidance. You are always very easy to talk to about issues. The National Party tries to have some 
ex-members’ dinners occasionally, and former National Party members over many years have commented on 
your help, knowledge and assistance. I have always found your knowledge to be terrific whenever I or our party 
has needed assistance from you. Above all, John, it is the manner in which you go about it. As you know, an old 
friend of mine, Ian Allnutt, worked in the upper house for many years. I remember that when I shared a flat with 
him, I would give him a hard time because he was always getting home at those terrible hours. I have ended up 
in here and he has retired, and so now he gives me a hard time! He has also spoken very highly of you, John. 
Above all, it is the way you go about your work, your manner and your personable nature. On behalf of the 
current members of the National Party, and those from the past, because many of them were here for many years 
with you, we thank you for what you have done, thank you for the way you have gone about it and sincerely 
wish you all the best in your retirement, and look forward to seeing you back in this place at different times. 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [4.13 pm]: I note that the leader of government business has 
already thanked John Mandy for the work he has done and I will not repeat his comments. I would like to pass 
on to you, John, my personal appreciation. You have been here longer than I, which is a worry itself! I well 
remember when the Liberal–National government was elected in 1993 and I became Leader of the House, as it 
was then referred to. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: And you had a very difficult manager of opposition business on the other side of the house! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did! I had been in Parliament for only about 18 months, so it was a bit daunting, and I 
know that you, John, in particular provided me with a lot of advice and almost encouragement about how to go 
about the role. I learnt a lot from you; I have probably forgotten most of it since. But I sincerely thank you for 
the professional way you have always helped members, particularly me, whether in government or opposition. 
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You always provide advice, and you have always been prepared to go away and research and get an answer to an 
issue that has been raised. Personally, I thank you for your friendship and all the work, and I wish you well in 
whatever you might do in the future. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [4.14 pm]: I briefly add some remarks on John Mandy’s retirement. I first 
met John back in 1987 when I was in a different role with parliamentary services. During that time and since, 
when I became a member of Parliament in 1994, I have had the most professional of relationships with you. As 
others have commented, you have always been courteous, thorough, helpful and just generally very professional 
in the way that you have gone about your business. That has been appreciated by me and I know many members 
who are not with us today had the benefit of your help and assistance over that time. I wish you and your family 
well for the future. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [4.15 pm]: I rise as an Acting Speaker. I know that John is very confused by me 
because when I am in the chamber, I am probably the rowdiest member, but when I am in the chair, he always 
says that I am very strict. When we are in the chair, we are “Acting Speaker”. As the Deputy Clerk, you have 
always given the right information and always got me to uphold the high standards of the house. That is very 
hard with some of the rabble we work with! You always kept those standards high, and maybe I am so tough 
when I am in the chair because you were always there to keep me in line. I am sure all the Acting Speakers 
would feel the same, but getting in the chair as Acting Speaker for the first time is pretty daunting, and it is 
always good to have the advice of the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk. You have always been a good ear for us to 
have, John, and I wish you all the best in your retirement. On behalf of all the Acting Speakers who have been in 
the chair, I thank you very much.  

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta) [4.16 pm]: I add my congratulations to John Mandy and support what has 
already been said. I will not repeat the many things that have been said, which really reflect on John’s 
contribution to this chamber. When we count both the members of Parliament and the Clerks, he is clearly the 
longest-serving person in this chamber. As the Leader of the Opposition said, he is the longest-serving member, 
and I think I am the second longest-serving member in this house. As manager of opposition business and then 
Leader of the House of nearly eight years, I certainly came to respect and to acknowledge the tremendous 
support that John and the Clerks generally have given to the running of the house. We perhaps take it for granted 
that the people who sit in the chair know the rules and are really on top of what is happening. Those of us who 
have sat in the chair or been involved in leadership realise that, quite often, we have those blank moments and 
we are not quite sure where it is or what is happening, and John could be relied on to give a little word or nod 
and help us out. Of course, there are other times when quite complicated matters came before the chair, and, 
again, John’s knowledge and experience has always been very valuable in helping people to ensure that we 
follow the standing orders and that the business of the house is able to proceed.  

I comment on the fact that John really had an open-door policy. I suppose that is because the office he has 
occupied in recent years is just outside the back of the chamber. On more than one occasion, I had been looking 
for the Speaker or the Clerk to ask a question, and I would ask, “John do you know where someone is?” He 
would say, “I’ll try and help, what’s the matter?” More than once he would say, “You need to speak to so and so, 
but I’ll take care of it and get back to you.” He bent over backwards to assist members with the various business 
that we have. I think, John, that that has really helped this chamber to work and to work well. You can be very 
proud of your contribution to this place and I would like to wish you all the best in your retirement and thank 
you very much for the very long and very important contribution you have made to the working of this chamber. 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [4.18 pm]: I will be very brief. I concur with what has been said on both sides 
of the chamber. In the 10 years that I have been in this place, John Mandy has been of great assistance to me. 
When I first came into the Parliament, I was Whip and he made sure that I did not double up and get my 
counting wrong. One thing I wanted to say, which no-one else has said, is that John has very professional 
standards and he has great loyalty to the institution of the Parliament. When the rest of us were floored and 
maybe dragged things down, it was always nice that John was a constant. He gave very wise counsel and he did 
so with quiet assurance. For that we are all thankful. Certainly in the last couple of years, he was most helpful 
and, as I said, most professional in giving advice on the drafting of legislation. I wish him well in his life outside 
Parliament and I thank him for his work for and commitment to Parliament above and beyond the call of duty.  

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [4.20 pm]: Unlike other members, I have not travelled the world on 
committees. Unless members are on the member for Alfred Cove’s committee, they do not get to travel much 
these days. My reference to John Mandy’s contribution to this place is in regard to the late Trevor Sprigg, who 
passed away about two years ago. His wife, Lyn, was going through quite a difficult time trying to sort out some 
things. John Mandy became aware of that—I was not aware of it—and he saw me and offered some advice. As a 
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result, he got in touch with Trevor’s wife and helped her to arrange some affairs during a very difficult time. As 
Trevor had been a member of Parliament, his wife was entitled to that assistance. On behalf of the Sprigg family, 
I know that Trevor’s wife, Lyn, and his children would like me to pass on their best wishes to John in his 
retirement from this place. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [4.21 pm]: I echo the comments of other 
members who have spoken this afternoon. When I was first elected in 1991, it was a bit of an oddity to have an 
Independent member after 44 years without one. It had been a long time between drinks. The wonderful staff, in 
particular the Clerks and John, were always helpful and available to offer words of advice if required. I value 
that and always have. I cannot think of a time when I sought help from John when he did not drop whatever he 
was doing so he could lend me his ear and give me advice. I thank him very much for that and join other 
members in wishing him well for the future. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [4.22 pm]: I thank John very much. As an Independent member of 
Parliament it has been wonderful to be able to knock on his door and get professional advice. He was able to 
explain things to me in a very easygoing manner. I never felt awkward asking him questions, even about things 
that some members would think were minor. His door was always open and I always valued his advice. I wish 
him all the best for the future and look forward to seeing him when he comes and shares some of his overseas 
exploits with us. 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [4.23 pm]: I am also very pleased to offer my 
support for the motion and to thank John Mandy for the advice that he has provided to me and all members—in 
my case over the past 18 years. The Leader of the House made reference to that particular committee trip when 
the committee ended up unexpectedly staying overnight in New York. I remember it very well. From memory, 
we ended up in the Queens area of New York. Members should not be left with any impression other than that 
John was very professional and effective, including on that particular occasion when he did well to find us 
accommodation at about midnight. I think that was in the context of the World Cup soccer being held in New 
York when, as has been said, just about every hotel was completely booked out. I am particularly grateful that on 
that occasion, and on any other occasion for that matter in relation to parliamentary travel, I was not required to 
share a bed or a room with any other member of Parliament, whether it be Norm Marlborough, Mike Board or 
anyone else! I thank John for arranging things to that extent. It is certainly my experience that he played a very 
professional and effective role in all of his parliamentary activities. In his position as Deputy Clerk, as is the case 
with the Clerk and all the other staff in the chamber, John has played a very important role in the smooth 
functioning of the house, as far as is humanly possible given the nature of the place. That is very important in 
ensuring democracy is effectively practised in the state. John, I thank you for the contribution you have made 
and for the personal assistance you have provided to me. 

THE SPEAKER (Mr G.A. Woodhams): I will say a few things about John Mandy. The Acting Speakers in 
this place will know that when they rise or provide information to members, they are actually speaking to the 
back of the heads of the Clerk, the Deputy Clerk or the Clerk Assistants at the table. Although I cannot look at 
John while I say this, I will look at the back of his head, as I normally do. There have been many reflections 
about John in this place today from members who, I note, have said them very sincerely. John’s involvement in 
this place over many years has brought out those qualities that the members are describing. Interestingly, I find 
in this place at the moment a staff member from the Legislative Council. That is curious; I certainly did not 
invite the individual in. However, no doubt the respect that John has garnered in the other place has led to that 
particular individual being here. I note that another person from the other place was here also. It is great that 
John saw the light after being the tape monitor and came to this end of the Western Australian Parliament, 
because, truly, we have been blessed with his presence and professionalism. Members may not be aware of the 
many things that the staff in this place become involved in on behalf of the Parliament to make it a better 
working environment and, by doing that, make it a better working environment for us. John is currently the 
secretary to the WA Chapter of the Australasian Study of Parliament Group and the Chair of the Education 
Committee for the Australia and New Zealand Association of Clerks-at-the-Table, which is a professional 
development group for parliamentary officers around Australia and New Zealand. The benefits that we all 
receive from John’s involvement in that have become apparent over the years he has been in this place. 

On a personal note, I will miss our conversations about Pindar. For members who may not know, Pindar is a 
very small community to the east of Mullewa—about 30 kilometres to the east. John, you might correct me, but 
you are not allowed to speak in this place! John lived there for a while as a boy. I do not think much has changed 
in Pindar, which is in my electorate. I will accept some responsibility for that, being the local member, but I do 
not think much has changed in Pindar since John was there. 
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Mr I.C. Blayney: The pub has closed. 

The SPEAKER: John’s absence has probably contributed to that! Another reflection I would like to make—
many members have made this comment—is about John’s friendship and his personal nature. When the regional 
Parliament was held in Geraldton in 2006, John and I had a discussion about some of John’s relatives who are no 
longer with us. John ended up borrowing a shovel from my back veranda to tend to the graves of some of his 
relatives at the Utakarra cemetery in Geraldton. Although that might seem a rather strange thing for me to say in 
this place, it indicated to me the great deal of care that this man has for his family, his relatives and, more 
broadly, his contribution to the community in general. John, that shovel still sits on the back verandah and it 
looks forward to your returning to Geraldton at some point and being used again, because I can assure you that I 
am a very poor user of shovels. 

Finally, I say, John, you see before you the majority of the staff from the Legislative Assembly. That is also an 
indication of their great respect for your work in this place and their endorsement of your belonging to a very 
select group of people who have been able to work in the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia. It has 
indeed been a fantastic privilege, John, to have had you in this place for so long. As many have said today, they 
have gone to John to seek assistance and I must admit, members, I have to do so at this very moment, because I 
am not quite sure: do we have a motion in front of us? We do. Thank you, John! 

Question put and passed. 

[Applause; members and officers standing.] 
 


